RECORD OF A MEETING
Kiev 16 April 2010, OSCE Office

Participants: 

1. Mr M. Babych, Deputy Head of the State Water Management Committee of Ukraine 

2. Ms T.Kutonova , National Project Officer in OSCE

3. Mr Bo Libert, Regional Advisor in the UNECE 

4. Mrs O. Lysyuk, Head of Water Management Department in the State Water Management Committee of Ukraine

5. Mr G. Petruk, Head of the Water Management Department in the Ministry of Environment of Ukraine 

6. Mr K.Sereda, Dniester-III project participant

7. Mr O.Shevchenko, Advisor to the Minister of the Environment of Ukraine 
8. Mrs L.Yurchak, Deputy Head of the Water Management Department in the Ministry of Environment of Ukraine 

9. Mrs N. Zakorchevna, Dniester-III project participant 

Points of discussion:

1. Meeting of Plenipotentiaries  
The possibilities to organize the next meeting of the Plenipotentiaries back-to-back with the next Dniester III meeting was discussed and seen as an option. 

It was proposed by the project management of the Dniester III-project that the project management as well as the Plenipotentiaries would invite representatives of the Fisheries Working Group to the Project and Plenipotentiary Meetings in order to accelerate the development of basin cooperation in this sphere. Mr Babich proposed that he would contact the deputy Minister of Agriculture in Ukraine responsible for this issue.

2. Next Dniester III project meeting 
The dates proposed by the project management are 7-9 June. Tamara Kutonova will make this suggestion in a mail to key partners next week.

The place for the meeting proposed by the Ukrainian participants is Odessa. This would make the travel easier from Kiev (compared to Chisinau). In addition, the meeting of Plenipotentiaries would take place as originally planned in Ukraine.

3. The new Dniester Basin Agreement
Ms Kutonova outlined the developments that have taken place after the meeting 31 March - 1 April and that the new draft will be distributed to meeting participants soon. It was stressed by Mr Libert that any politically important question marks on the agreement should be identified already at this stage before the next round of official consultations.

The Ukraine representatives stressed the necessity that the new agreement should work in parallel with the 1994 Agreement, at least in the nearest future.  

The Ukrainian participants expressed their readiness to continue the work on the new agreement and in this connection various issues were discussed such as the Novodnestrovskoe HPES, the relations with Transdniester and payment for pollution.

4. Secretariat 
Mr Libert suggested that project participants should start to think about how a Secretariat could be set up and funds raised for this purpose.

5. Pilot project on climate change

Information was given by Mr Libert and Ms Kutonova on the Climate Change Adaptation Pilot Project that will start this summer (project fiche attached). The next opportunity to discuss the project will be during the Workshop in Geneva 10-12 May. Letters of invitation to this meeting was handed over to Mr Babich and Mr Petruk. The Pilot Project will be launched during the next Dniester III project meeting.

It was agreed that support to the development of rules of exploitations of the main dams on the Dniester should be considered in the framework of Dniester III (climate component). 

6. Other issues 

Ukrainian representatives suggested to start work in cooperation with UNECE on the development of revised water quality standards in line with proposals developed by OECD and implemented in Moldova. Mr Libert suggested that some technical work should be suggested to be part of the National Policy Dialogues. It may also be possible to consider working with Moldova to apply revised standards in the Dniester river within the framework of the Dniester III project.

The MoE asked for support to translate the Water Convention to Ukrainian language in preparation of the ratification of the changes of the Convention. It was agreed that the translation will be done in the framework of the Dniester-III project.

