Regulation on stakeholder participation in the activities 

of the institution of Plenipotentiaries

Article 1

The Basis and Purpose of the Regulation

1.1. The Regulation shall be based on the principles and provisions established in the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus, 1998), of which the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine are parties, and on national legislation of the Parties.

1.2. Stakeholder participation in the activities of the institution of Plenipotentiaries shall be aimed at increasing awareness on issues under consideration, improving the quality of decisions being made and implementation of such decisions.

1.3. The purpose of this Regulation shall be to establish rules and procedures for stakeholders awareness and participation in discussions and decision making within the jurisdiction of the Plenipotentiaries.

Article 2

Stakeholders
For the purposes of this Regulation, the term “stakeholders” shall mean authorities of all levels, non-governmental organisations and public associations, and other legal entities which have an interest in issues of transboundary water management within the mandate and activities of the Plenipotentiaries and their working groups, meetings, and other measures and actions.

Article 3

Information Sharing Principles
3.1. The Plenipotentiaries shall inform stakeholders about plans and results of joint activities.

3.2. The Plenipotentiaries shall provide access to information that they hold, exclusive of information which can be classified as confidential in accordance with Section 4 of Article 4 of the Aarhus Convention.

Article 4

The Register of Stakeholders

4.1. The Plenipotentiaries shall create a register of stakeholders. The register shall consist of Moldovan and Ukrainian parts, the Plenipotentiaries being responsible for maintaining their respective parts. The register shall have a table structure and contain the following information: name of the stakeholder, contact information and a short justification / reason for being included in the register. This data shall be entered by the Plenipotentiaries into their respective parts of the register, both parts being openly accessible. 

4.2. The Plenipotentiaries shall distribute (also by electronic means of communication) information about the possibility to be included in the register of stakeholders. 

4.3. The responsibility for the accuracy of the provided information and its updates shall be borne by the stakeholders, which shall contact the Plenipotentiaries by e-mail or postal mail, supplying the data listed in paragraph 4.1. for inclusion in the register.

4.4. The register of stakeholders shall be posted on the Dniester River basin website.

Article 5

Information Sharing Procedures

5.1. Yearly 30 days prior to a scheduled meeting of the Plenipotentiaries, the latter shall inform stakeholders about their activities and decisions made in the reference year as well as about the annual work plan. This shall be done by means of posting the respective information on the Dniester River basin website.

5.2. 20 calendar days prior to each planned event, the Plenipotentiaries shall inform stakeholders about an address, a date and time, an agenda and documents relevant to the event by posting this information on the Dniester River basin website.

5.3. The Plenipotentiaries shall immediately disseminate information about unscheduled events, activities and natural or industrial emergencies by all available means of communication.

Article 6

Participation Principles and Procedures

6.1. Stakeholder participation shall include initiation of issues for consideration by the Plenipotentiaries, submission of written and/or verbal comments on document drafts, and also submission of written and/or verbal proposals concerning changes or amendments to such drafts.

6.2. Stakeholders shall submit their proposals in written to the Plenipotentiaries. 

6.3. The Plenipotentiaries shall consider stakeholders proposals and give reasoned replies on their substance within 30 calendar days.

Article 7

Providing Comments on Draft Documents

7.1. The Plenipotentiaries shall ensure that draft documents to be discussed and adopted are posted on the Dniester River basin website in advance, indicating the deadlines and addresses for submission of comments from stakeholders.

7.2. Comments shall be submitted by e-mail in the form of a table with the following columns: an author, number of the article commented upon, number of the paragraph, old text, text of the proposed change (amendment), author, explanation of the change.

7.3. Comments submitted by stakeholders shall be duly considered in making final decisions.

Article 8

Final Provisions

8.1. This Regulation shall come into force at the moment of its approval by the Plenipotentiaries of the Parties.

8.2. Alterations and amendments may be made to this Regulation by the mutual consent of the Plenipotentiaries.

8.3. This Regulation is done in two copies in the Russian language.
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