Draft

Provision on public participation in the work of the Dniester Commission and decision-making with regard to the condition of the Dniester River basin

Article 1
Basis and Objectives of the Provision

1.1. The Provision shall constitute an integral part of the Agreement on the Cooperation on    Protection and Sustainable Development of the Dniester River Basin.

1.2. The Provision shall also be based on the principles and obligations established in the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus, 1998), of which the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine are parties, and on national legislation of the Parties.

1.3. Public participation in the work of the Commission shall be aimed at increasing awareness on issues under consideration, improving the quality of the decisions made and implementation of such decisions.

1.4. This Provision shall establish rules and procedures for public access to information, participation in discussions and decision making within the jurisdiction of the Dniester Commission.

Article 2

The Public

For the purposes of this Provision, the terms “the public” and “the public concerned” shall be interpreted as defined in Article 2 of the Aarhus Convention.

Article 3

Information Sharing Principles and Procedures

3.1. The Commission shall inform the public about plans and results of joint activities.

3.2. The Commission shall provide access to information that it holds, exclusive of information that is reasonably classified as confidential by the Commission in accordance with section 4 of Article 4 of the Aarhus Convention.

3.3. The Commission shall designate persons responsible for provision of information to the public and public relations.

Article 4

The Register of the Public Concerned

4.1. The Commission shall create and maintain a register of the public concerned. The register shall consist of Moldovan and Ukrainian parts, the co-chairpersons being responsible for maintaining their respective parts. Any person may be included into either of the parts. The register shall have a table structure and contain the following information in Russian or national language: name of the representative of the public concerned, contact information and a short justification / reason for being included in the register. This data shall be entered into the respective parts of the register by persons designated by each Party, both parts being openly accessible. 

4.2. The Commission shall distribute (also by electronic means of communication) information about the possibility to be included in the register of stakeholders.

4.3. Representatives of the public concerned shall provide information to the Commission for inclusion in the register by e-mail or postal mail, supplying the data listed in paragraph 4.1. The responsibility for the accuracy of the information and its updates shall be borne by the representatives providing such information.

4.4. The register of the public concerned shall be posted on the Dniester River basin website.

Article 5

Information Sharing Procedures

5.1. Yearly 30 days prior to a scheduled meeting of the Commission co-chairpersons, the latter shall inform stakeholders about their activities and decisions made in the reference year as well as about the annual work plan. This shall be done by means of posting the respective information on the Dniester River basin website.

5.2. 20 calendar days prior to each planned event, the Commission co-chairpersons shall inform stakeholders about an address, a date and time, an agenda and documents relevant to the event by posting this information on the Dniester River basin website.

5.3. The Commission co-chairpersons shall immediately disseminate information about unscheduled events, activities and natural or industrial emergencies by all available means of communication.

Article 6

Participation Principles and Procedures

6.1. Participation by the public concerned shall include initiation of issues for consideration by the Commission, presence during and participation in activities, submission of written and/or verbal comments on document drafts and written and/or verbal proposals concerning changes or amendments to such documents.

6.2. The co-chairpersons of the Commission shall ensure the possibility of participation by the public concerned in activities in accordance with this Provision, except for consideration of issues which the Commission has identified as confidential.

6.3. Representatives of the public shall submit their proposals in written to the co-chairpersons of the Commission.

6.4. The Commission co-chairpersons shall consider a proposal by representatives of the public concerned and give a reasoned reply on its substance within 30 calendar days.

6.5. Representatives of the public concerned shall participate in activities based on the technical capabilities of the activity site.

6.6. The co-chairpersons of the Commission shall strive to ensure the technical capability for participation of all representatives of the public concerned who declared their interest to participate in the activity.

6.7. In the absence of the technical capability for participation of all representatives of the public concerned who declared their interest to participate in a particular activity, the co-chairpersons shall proceed based on the priority of participation for those representatives who submitted initiatives or comments on documents.

6.8. Participation of the public concerned in activities of the Commission shall be at its own expense.

Article 7

Providing Comments on Document Drafts

1.1. The co-chairpersons of the Commission shall timely post drafts of documents to be discussed and adopted on the Dniester River basin website, indicating the deadlines and addresses for submission of comments from representatives of the public concerned.

1.2. Comments shall be submitted via e-mail in the form of a table with the following columns: an author, number of the article and paragraph commented upon, text of the proposed change (amendment), explanation of the proposed change (amendment).

1.3. Comments submitted by representatives of the public concerned shall be duly considered in making final decisions.
