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18 August 2006

REPORT ON THE 1ST MEETING

OF THE PROJECT

 “Action Programme to improve transboundary cooperation and sustainable management of the Dniester river” (DNIESTER II)

Kiev, Ukraine, 10-11 August 2006

A. ORGANISATION OF THE MEETING

1. The 1st Meeting of the the project “Action Programme to improve transboundary cooperation and sustainable management of the Dniester river” (Dniester II) was held in Kiev, Ukraine 10-11th August 2006. The meeting was organized by the Organisation of Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). 

2. The Dniester II project is implemented by OSCE and UNECE in collaboration with authorities and NGOs from Ukraine and Moldova. The project aims at the improvement of the joint management of the river basin. The project is part of the ENVSEC initiative. The principal outputs of the project are: 1) an agreed Action Programme (AP) to improve the transboundary water management of the Dniester River Basin, and 2) a river basin website managed by Ukrainian and Moldovan authorities. 

Objectives of the Meeting

3. The main objectives of the meeting were 1) to introduce the project to its participants from Moldova and Ukraine and to agree on different issues related to its implementation , 2) to discuss one of four topics of the future AP: “The legal framework for cooperation”.  
Attendance

4. The meeting was attended by 16 experts from Moldova, Ukraine, staff members of UNECE, OSCE Project Coordinator in Ukraine (OSCE PCU), UNEP/GRID – Arendal, and a consultant on the international water legislation. The list of participants is provided in Annex 1.

Opening of the Meeting

5. The participants were welcomed by Mr Libert, Regional Advisor on Environment,  the UNECE secretariat. Afterwards a round-table presentation of the participants of the meeting was made. 

6. The meeting agenda was approved (see Annex 2). 

B. PROCEEDINGS 

Information

7. Mr Trombitsky informed the participants about a workshop organised together with the German colleagues in May 2006.  One of the issues discussed at the meeting was public participation and best institutional practices of transboundary rivers management in the management of the European rivers.

8. Mr Trombitsky also informed about the designation of 11 June as the Dniester Day.

                  Ukrainian colleagues were encouraged to join this initiative. A major conference     

                  commemorating the 100 years since the birth of the Academician Lev Berg’s was organised 

                  in Bendery (Transdniester, Moldova) in March 2005. The conference served as a good 

                  platform for discussions between Ukrainian and Moldovan colleagues. The Proceedings of 

                  the conference will be published soon.

9. Mrs Guvir informed about a new Moldovan-Ukrainian project “Transboundary Risk Management in the Dniester Basin” coordinated by the Federal Bureau on the Environment of Germany (UBA). The aim of the project is development of the intergovernmental cooperation on accidents prevention in the Dniester basin. A training of inspectors dealing with risk assessment and management will be held together with Ukrainian colleagues in Chisinau in November 2006. A transboundary centre on reaction to transboundary accidents is to be established as well. 

10. The final report and publication from the project “Transboundary Diagnostic Study for the Dniester River Basin” was presented. The distribution of the available copies and additional printing was discussed. 

Project implementation

      Mr Libert presented the “Dniester II” project and the following points were discussed:

11. It was stressed that the Helsinki Convention and principles of the Water Framework Directive are important corner stones for the work of the Dniester II project. 

12. It was suggested to develop collaboration with the Global Water Partnership for the future work on Dniester.  The need to inform/cooperate with other departments and experts within organisations represented by the participants was also highlighted. Aarhus Centres were mentioned as one option for dissemination of information.  

13. Ms Elena Veligosh informed that ENVSEC has received a project proposal on cooperation between Ukrainian and Moldovan Ministry of Health. It was agreed that efforts will be made to link the new proposed project to the efforts on health issues that is included in this project.

14. The timing and possible venues of future project meetings were discussed. It was seen as an option to organise not 4 but 5 project meetings if the funds allowed.

15. An e-bulletin will be produced to disseminate information about the project. Also travel of representatives from Moldova and Ukraine will be funded to present the project during the Meeting of the Parties of the Water Convention in Bonn in November 2006.

16. The possibilities to involve the Transdniester authorities in the project were discussed. Participants agreed that efforts should be made to make that possible. 

17. Ms Veligosh made a presentation on experiences from information work made by GRID-Arendal. The information component of the project was discussed briefly, and the establishment of a transboundary GIS for the river basin was highlighted as a priority.

The legal framework for cooperation
18. Mr Vinogradov made a presentation covering: 

a) the international framework for transboundary cooperation on water management and environmental protection, 

b) an analysis of the Dniester Agreement of 1994 (mainly focusing on weaknesses), and

c) alternatives for the improvement of the legal framework for cooperation. 

      Three alternatives for future action were presented by Mr Vinogradov: 

1. Full revision of the Agreement of 1994

2. Adoption of a separate Agreement on the Dniester basin

3. 3.1. “Modernisation” of the existing legal framework from 1994 (short-term perspective) and 3.2. Development of a new Agreement for the Dniester basin (long-term perspective). These two directions should be developed in parallel.

19. Project participants agreed that the development of a new Agreement (variant 3.2) in parallel with the “modernisation” of the existing mechanism for cooperation (variant 3.1) is the preferred approach.  

      It was suggested that one approach to improve the 1994 Agreement is to develop  

      regulations on certain issues. 2 regulations are to be approved at a meeting of 

      Plenipotentiary in October 2006. Another issue that was raised was that additional working   

      groups, for example on biodiversity should be instituted.  

20. On the second day Mr Vinogradov presented a concept for a new Agreement on the Dniester river basin including: 

1. Title

2. Aims and Objectives

3. Application (geographically and types of human activities)

4. Definitions

5. Rights and Responsibilities 

6. Procedure (information exchange, coordination of planned activities, emergencies, assistance)

7. Institutional Mechanism (plenipotentiaries, a commission, competence, structure, public participation, basin action plans)

8. Responsibilities and Compensation of the Transboundary Damage

9. Compliance

10. Mechanisms for Conflict Resolution and Disputes (traditional or a basin body or involvement of the third party). 

C. CONCLUSIONS AND DECISIONS

      The following decisions were made by the participants: 

      Regarding the current meeting: 

21. Draft minutes, list of participants, presentations and a full Russian version of the project document with budget will be disseminated in one week after the meeting (by Ms Kutonova). Participants would have one week to comment on the minutes. After that the approved minutes would be disseminated.  

22. All participants were asked to send e-mail addresses to which small e-information bulletin prepared after each meeting will be distributed. Ms Kutonova will establish such a list. 

23. Each delegation will nominate 3 persons for the information group from each country. These experts will meet for the first time in Odessa in September. Information about the nominees should be sent to Ms Kutonova during the week following the Kiev meeting.

24. Mrs Shumeyko will send the existing Ukrainian-Moldovan regulations to Ms Kutonova within a week after the meeting.

      Regarding the 2nd meeting

25. The next meeting will take place in Odessa 22-23 September. Three parallel meetings are planned: the information management group, epidemiological services and the national delegations

26. A draft concept for a new Agreement on Dniester will be prepared by Mr Vinogradov and sent to Ms Kutonova for further dissemination to the national delegations before the meeting in Odessa. 

27. To cooperate with The State Committee of Water Management and Mama 86 in Odessa in the preparation of the September meeting. 

28. To inform epidemiological stations on the meeting and develop a short concept paper on the links between the Sanepidem meeting and this project (Mr Trombitskiy and Mr Ivan Ignatyev). 

29. To invite REC and legal experts from each country to the meeting (a Moldovan legal expert needs to be nominated). 

      Other issues 

30. The third meeting of the project will take place on 30-31 October in Moldova.

31. More copies of the project of the previous project should be printed. It was agreed that it would be valuable if the Ukrainian-Moldovan Protocol on Cooperation on the Dniester (2005), the Agreement (1994), and the legal analysis of the Agreement made by Mr Vinogradov (2005) could be added in the reprint.        

32. 100 copies of the present publication should be sent to OSCE Kiev, 150 – to Eco-Tiras for further distribution in the respective countries.

33. Ms Veligosh agreed to facilitate the exchange of information between the on-going TACIS project and this project in an up-coming meeting.

34. Ms Veligosh also agreed to distribute information of EU funding opportunities to the project participants.

35. Mr Melian agreed to develop a concept paper for the links between the German Early Warning and Emergency Situations Project and the Dniester II project.

36. Mr Melian also agreed to draft a concept paper for the work of the information group of the Dniester II project.

37. Mr Babich, the State Committee for Water Management in Ukraine will take necessary steps to register the Dniester project with the Ministry of Economy. 

38. Mr Ignatyev agreed to present the project to relevant Transdniester authorities and to communicate the result of the meetings to Ms Kutonova.

Annex 1
List of participants of the 1st meeting on the “Dniester II” project

Kiev, Ukraine, 10-11 August 2006

	No
	Name
	Organisation
	Contact

	Moldova

	1.
	Tamara Guvir 
	Ministry of Environment of Moldova 
	Cosmonautilor Str. 9, Chisinau 2005, Moldova

Теl.: +373 22 204527

Fax:  +373 22 226858

E-mail: guvir@mediu.moldova.md 

	2.
	Ivan Ignatiev 
	NGO Ecospectrum 

 
	Kishinyovskaya Str.  33/16, Bendery, Moldova (Transdniester)

Теl.: +373 552 69304, +373 777 74360

E-mail: ecospectrum@mail.ru 

	3.
	Ruslan Melian 
	Republic Water Management Concern “Apele Moldovei”
	Aleko Russo Str. 1, institute ACVAPROJECT, Chisinau, Moldova
Теl.: +373 22 442109

E-mail: rmelian@acva.md, rmelian@rambler.ru 

	4.
	Ilya Trombitsky 
	International Environmental  Association of River Keepers “Eco-Tiras”
	Teatrala Str. 11A, Chisinau MD-2012, Moldova

Теl./fax: +373 22 225615, +373 22 550953, +373 691 21726
E-mail: ecotiras@mtc.md 

	5.
	Mikhail Volk 
	Republic Water Management Concern “Apele Moldovei”
	Stefan chel Mare Ave. 162, Chisinau, Moldova
Теl.: +373 22 228144         

Моb.: +373  692 50790            

E-mail: pencov@ch.moldpac.md  

	Ukraine

	6.
	Nikolay Babich 
	State Committee on Water Management 
	V. Vasylkovska Str. 8, Kiev 01601, Ukraine 
Теl.: +380 44 226 25 37

Моb.: +380 50 4615448
Fax: +380 44 224 25 75
E-mail: scwm@scwm.gov.ua, babich@scwm.gov.ua 

	7.
	Igor Golovchenko 
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 
	Теl.: +380 44  238 1783

Моb.: +380 39 294 0156

Fax: +380 44 238 1897

E-mail: vmr@mfa.gov.ua, i.holovchenko@mfa.gov.ua 

	8.
	Lilya Michenko 


	Odessa Oblast Board on Water Management 
	А.Gaydara Str. 13, Odessa 65078, Ukraine
Теl.:  +380 482 37 8870, +38 482 656133

Теl./fax: +380 482 65 70 77
E-mail: vodhoz@ukr.net

	9.
	Irina Shumeyko 
	Dniester Basin Board on Water Management   
	Krasnoarmeyskaya Str. 194Б, Chernovtsy, Ukraine
Теl.: +380 372 579203 

E-mail: buvr@chv.ukrpaсk.net  

	10.
	Svetlana Slesaryonok 
	Ukrainian National Environmental NGO “Mama-86”
	Mikhalovskaya Str. 22, Kiev 01001, Ukraine
Теl.: +380 44 2795514

Моb.: +380 67 4411736

Fax: +380 48 715 5055

E-mail: slesarenok@mama-86.org.ua, mama86od@farlep.net 

	11.
	Natalya Zakorchevnaya 
	Ministry for Environmental Protection of Ukraine

	Uritskogo Str. 35, Kiev 03035, Ukraine
Теl.: +380 44  248 23 00

Fax: +380 44 206 31 33

E-mail: zakorchevna@menr.gov.ua,  dnipro@menr.gov.ua

	International experts  

	12.
	Leonid Kalashnik 
	OSCE Project Coordinator's office in Ukraine


	Streletska Str. 16, Kiev, 01034, Ukraine

Теl.: +380 44 492 0382 

Fax: +380 44 492 0383  

Моb.: +380 50 353 80 98

E-mail:  leonid.kalashnyk@osce.org

	13.
	Tamara Kutonova 
	OSCE Project Coordinator's Office in Ukraine 


	Streletska Str. 16, Kiev, 01034, Ukraine

Теl.: +380 44 492 0382 

Факс: +380 44 492 0383  

Моb.:  +38 067 725 4012 

E-mail:  tamara.kutonova@osce.org 

	14.
	Bo Libert 
	Environment, Housing and Land Management Division

UN Economic Commission for Europe


	Palais des Nations, Geneva 1211,  Switzerland

Теl.: +41 22 9172396

Теl./fax: +41 22 9170621
E-mail: bo.libert@unece.org 

	15.
	Elena Veligosh
	UNEP/GRID-Arendal

	Longum Park Service Box 706, N-4808-Arendal, Norway

Теl.:  +47 370 35 764

Моb. (Norway): +47 94 82 38 38, (Sweden): +46 73 593 63 94

Fax: + 47 370 35 050

E-mail:  elena.veligosh@grida.no 

Skype: elenaveligosh

	16.
	Sergei Vinogradov 
	Centre for Energy, Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy, University of Dundee
	CEPMLP, University of Dundee, DD1 4HN, Scotland, UК 
Теl./fax: +44 1382 552 294
E-mail: sergeivinogradov@aol.com
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Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

The Secretariat

Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and

Environmental Activities
Vienna, 1 August 2006

AGENDA

First meeting Dniester II:

Action Programme to Improve Transboundary Cooperation and Sustainable Management of the Dniester River

10-11 August 2006

OSCE Conference Room, 16, Striletska St. Kyiv, Ukraine
Contact person: Ms. Tamara Kutonova, OSCE/OCEEA Ukraine

Phone: (380 44) 492 03 82

Day 1: Thursday 10th August

Facilitated by Mr Bo Libert, UNECE

12.00-13.00 Light lunch 

13.00-13.45 Follow-up of Dniester I project

i. Developments in the respective countries

ii. Presentation of the Dniester I-report, printed version 

13.45-15.00 Dniester II project

i. Presentation of new project

ii. Discussion on planning of new project

iii. Discussion on eventual dates for forthcoming meetings

15.00-15.30 Coffee break

15.30-16.15 Presentation of a possible development of the Agreement

16.15-17.00 Introduction to the information component of the project

18.00 Dinner 

Day 2: Friday 11th August

Facilitated by M. Sergei Vinogradov, Project Consultant

09.00-11.30 A revised legal and institutional framework for cooperation on the
Dniester river (International consultant)

i. Presentation

ii. Discussion

12.30 Lunch 
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