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27 June 2007

REPORT ON THE 5th MEETING OF THE PROJECT


 “Action Programme to improve transboundary cooperation 

and sustainable management of the Dniester River basin” (DNIESTER II)

Chisinau, Moldova, 12-13 June 2007
A. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1. The 5th meeting of the project “Action Programme to improve transboundary cooperation and sustainable management of the Dniester River basin” (Dniester II) was held in Chisianu, Moldova on 12-13 June 2007. The meeting was organized by the Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) with support of the International Environmental Association of River Keepers “Eco-TIRAS”. 

2. The Dniester II project is implemented by OSCE and UNECE in collaboration with authorities and NGOs from Ukraine and Moldova. The project aims at the improvement of the joint management of the river basin. The project is part of the ENVSEC initiative. The principal outputs of the project are: 1) an agreed Action Programme to improve the transboundary water management of the Dniester River Basin, and 2) a river basin website managed by Ukrainian and Moldovan authorities. 

Objectives of the meeting

3. The main objectives of the meeting were: 1) to hold the first meeting on fish resources and fisheries in the Lower Dniester, 2) to discuss the Action Progamme and the procedure for its approval, 3) to evaluate the project and discuss suggestions for its follow-up.
Attendance
4. 8 experts from Odessa, Tiraspol and Chisinau took part in the meeting on fish resources and fisheries. 25 experts from Moldova (including Transdniester), Ukraine, staff members of UNECE, OSCE, UNEP/GRID – Arendal, NATO and representatives of the project “Trasboundary Risk Management in the Dniester River Basin” attended the following, last, project meeting. The list of participants is provided in Annex 1.

Opening of the Meeting

5. Mr Libert, Regional Advisor on Environment, the UNECE Secretariat, welcomed the participants of the meeting and informed about the agenda. 

6. The agenda of the meeting was approved (see Annex 2). 

B. PROCEEDINGS 
Project participants informed each other on activities undertaken after the meeting in Chernovtsy on 23-24 February 2007. In more details: 
7. Public consultation on the draft Action Programme, the Regulation on stakeholders participation in activities of the Plenipotentiaries, the Provision on public participation in the work of the Dniester Commission, and the Regulation of Ukrainian-Moldovan cooperation on joint control of sanitary-epidemiological water quality were held in Moldova and Ukraine. 

8. The information management WG developed a project proposal and conducted analysis of the national legislation regulating information exchange. 

9. The sanitary-epidemiological WG conducted two joint water samplings. Also it was reported that there is a Programme for Monitoring of Water Quality in the Dniester River (Ministry of Health of Ukraine), according to which information from 37 sites along the Dniester River is collected. This is a good precondition for collection and exchange of information along the whole river basin. 

10. A draft Regulation on joint management of the Dniester River basin web-site and a procedure for its transfer to the State Committee on Water Management of Ukraine (SCWM) were discussed with a representative of the organization, Head of the Public Information Department.  

11. Mr Mihailescu, Mrs Guvir, Mr Ignatyev, Mr Trombitsky, Mr Babich, Mrs Slesarenok and Ms Kutonova were present at the OSCE 15th Economic and Environmental Forum (Prague 21-23 May 2007). 

12. As a result of the meeting on fish resources and fisheries in the Lower Dniester (12 June 2007), the experts concluded that a relevant WG should be established in the frame of the new Dniester River basin Agreement. The activities of the WG could be as follows: 
· development of a model of optimal water release in the Novodnestrovsk hydrocomplex with regards to ecosystem needs of the middle and the lower courses of the river
· unification and exchange of statistical data on fish resources and fisheries; limits and volume of catching
· development of the unified fisheries rules for the Dniester River basin;

· monitoring of:


- biodiversity (rare and endangered, migratory and semi-andramous species)

- hydrobiological and ichtiological indicators 

- hydrological (hydrology, transparency, gases, temperature) and hydrochemical indicators
· development of the Dniester River basin Red Data Book
· assessment of state and effectiveness of functioning of spawning grounds along the Dniester River. Development of recommendations on restoration of spawning grounds
· assessment of pressing of amateur fishing  and poaching
· conservation and restoration of biodiversity
· propaganda of biodiversity conservation.

The afore-mentioned directions for activities can also be developed as trabsboundary research projects.
The following issues were discussed further at the meeting:

13. Regarding a fact that a WG on Biodiversity had been created two years before but no meeting was ever conducted, it was suggested to revise the list of participants of the WG and to invite a new experts for the coming meeting of the Plenipotentiaries. 

14. Mr Winkelman suggested adding an entry to the Action Programme: “Establishment of the permanent expert group on emergency situations”. Donors could provide the finanial support to the first meeting. A need to conduct activities in Ukraine in the frame of the project “Transboundary Risk Assessment in the Dniester River Basin” was stressed once again. A model of a WG on Emergency Situations can be taken to the new Dniester River basin Agreement. 
15. Mr Melian drew attention to a fact that it is not clear which agency could be responsible for the Regulation on Emergency Situations i.e. it could be signed either in the frame of the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the Government of Ukraine on the Joint Management and Protection of the Cross-Border Waters (1994). Or in the frame of the Agreement on Emergency Situations (1999). Financial allotment for the Regulation cannot be done in the frame of these agreements. 

16. Mr Babich will consider initiating the Day of the Dniester (11 June) in Ukraine.  

17. Mrs Zakorchevna informed that the Ministry of the Environment (MoE) of Ukraine will be responsible for the procedure of approval of the new Dniester River basin Agreement though it is possible that coordination of the Agreement will be assigned to the SCWM and its implementation – to the relevant departments of the MoE. It is expected that the Ministry of Finances will be opposing signing the Agreement. However the Law of Ukraine on transboundary cooperation is a good argument for initiating the new Agreement. 
18. Mrs Guvir suggested considering either development of a regulation on EIA or including relevant articles to the new Dniester River basin Agreement. 
C. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The participants recommended taking the following actions: 

19. The meeting report, latest versions of the Regulation of sanitary-epidemiological cooperation, the Regulation on stakeholderes participation, the Regulation on the joint management of the Dniester River basin website, and justification for the development of the new Dniester River basin Agreement (versions of the Moldovan and Ukrainian sides) will be sent to the participants within 14 days after the meeting. Participants will have 10 days to send their comments on the report to Ms Kutonova. After that the approved report will be uploaded to the webpage and disseminated.    

20. A revised version of the Action Programme will be sent to the participants of the meeting for commenting. Deadline for sending the comments is 2 weeks. If necessary, after compilation of the comments, an updated version of the document will be sent for commenting (deadline for sending the comments is 1 week). The final version of the Action Programme accompanied with the letter to support the initiative will be sent to 4 organizations: Apele Moldovei, SCWM, MoE of Moldova and MoE of Ukraine.

21. Three experts of the sanitary-epidemiological WG will take part in the monthly intersectoral meeting on the Dniester River (Kiev 4 July 2007). During the meeting it is planned to inform the Ministry of Health of Ukraine on the project objectives and results. 

22. The final version of the Regulation on stakeholders participation in activities of the Plenipotentiaries needs to be prepared by the annual meeting of the Plenipotentiaries (Ukraine August 2007). Relevant amendments should be included to the Provision on public particpation in the work of the Dniester Commission and decision-making with regard to the condition of the Dniester River basin. 

23. The project participants and its managers will consider opportunities to support follow-up of the Dniester II project and support of the activities of the national delegations and working groups in the coming years. 

Annex 1
List of participants of the 5th meeting on the “Dniester II” project

Chisinau, Moldova, 12-13 June 2007

FIRST MEETING ON FISH RESOURCES AND FISHERIES IN THE LOWER DNIESTER

	No
	Name
	Organization
	Contact

	1.
	Valentina Lyulenova 
	Transdniestria National University / NGO “Health of Generations”
	Zapadny Lane 19/7, apt. 66, Tiraspol, Transdniestria, Moldova

Теl.: +373 533 54695

E-mail: lulenov@mail.ru 

	2.
	Vladimir Rybalko 
	Board of Conservation, Use and Reproduction of Biological Water Resources and Fisheries Management  of the State Fisheries Committee of Ukraine
	Zhukovskogo Str. 43, Odesa, Ukraine

Теl.: +380 48 7250290



	3.
	Nickolai Shaptefrats 
	Ministry of Environment of Moldova / Service for Fisheries Conservation 


	Grenoblya Str. 209, apt. 93, Chisinau, Moldova

Теl.: +373 22 472 412 (office)

         +373 22 472 470 (home)

	4.
	Tatyana Sharapanovskaya 
	Nature Reserve “Yagorlyk”
	Sadovaya Str. 7, village Goyany, Dubossary rayon, Transdniestria, Moldova 

Tel.: +373 215 27 934

Моb.: +373 7 9435051 

	5.
	Sergei Snegirev 
	Odessa University 
	Pionerska Str. 11/12, Оdesa, Ukraine 

Теl.: +380 95 396 9537

E-mail: snegirev@te.net.ua 

	6. 
	Ilya Trombitsky 
	“Eco-TIRAS” International Environmental  Association of River Keepers
	Teatrala Str. 11A, Chisinau 2012, Moldova

Теl./fax: +373 22 225 615, +373 22 550 953 Моb.: +373 691 217 26

E-mail: ecotiras@mtc.md, ilyatrom@mail.ru 

	7. 
	Ekaterina Volya  
	Odesa branch of the Southern Research Institute of Marine  Fisheries and Oceanography 
	Mechnikova Str. 132, Odesa, Ukraine 

Tel./fax: +380 48 7310424

Моb.: + 380 67 498 8178

E-mail: volya_k@ukr.net, k@ukr.net   

	8.
	Elena Zubcov
	Institute of Zoology of the Academy of Science of Moldova 
	Hynchegit Str. 55/3, apt. 97, Chisinau 2028, Moldova

Теl.: +373 796 383 11, +373 22 299 826

E-mail: elzubcov@mail.ru 


FIFTH MEETING ON THE DNIESTER II PROJECT
	No
	Name
	Organization
	Contact

	Moldova

	1.
	Victor Bujac
	Agency “Apele Moldovei”
	Stefan cel Mare Blvd. 162, Chisinau, Moldova

Теl.: +373 22 820 842
E-mail: victor_bujac@yahoo.com, victor.bujac@apele.gov.md

	2.
	Vladimir Ciobanu
	Parliament of the Republic of Moldova

Head of the Permanent Council on ecology and locl administration 
	

	3.
	Tamara Guvir 
	Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Republic of Moldova
	Cosmonautilor Str. 9, Chisinau 2005, Moldova

Теl.: +373 22 204527

Fax:  +373 22 226858

E-mail: guvir@mediu.gov.md 

	4.
	Sergei Gutyuk
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of Moldova 
	 31 August Str., Chisinau, Moldova

Теl.: +373 22 578 324

E-mail: gheorghe.cucos@mfa.md 

	5.
	Ivan Ignatiev 
	NGO “Ecospectrum-Bendery”

 
	Kishinyovskaya Str.  33/16, Bendery 3200, Moldova (Transdniestria)

Теl.: +373 552 693 04

Mob.: +373 777 7436 0, +373 693 97178
E-mail: ecospectrum@mail.ru 

	6.
	Ruslan Melian 
	Institute ACVAPROJECT of the Republic Water Management Concern “Apele Moldovei”
	Aleco Russo Str. 1, Institute ACVAPROJECT, Chisinau 2068, Moldova
Теl.: +373 22 442 109

E-mail: rmelian@acva.md, rmelian@rambler.ru 

	7.
	Nickolai Panchenco
	Republic Centre of Hygiene and Epidemiology 
	Zapadny Lane 13, Tiraspol 3300, Moldova (Transdniestria)

Tel.: +373 533 714 49

Моb.: +373 777 910 30

	8.
	Mihail Pencov 


	Agency “Apele Moldovei”
	Stefan cel Mare Blvd. 162, Chisinau, Moldova

Tel.: +373 22 820 838

Fax: +373 22 820 835     

Моb.: +373  692 50 790       

E-mail: mihail.pencov@apele.gov.ua

	9.
	Ion Salaru
	Ministry of Health, National Research-Applied Centre for Preventive Medicine,  Hygiene of Water Department 
	Asaki Str. 67A, Chisinau 2028, Moldova 

Теl./fax: +373 22 574677

Мob.: +373 692 33323
E-mail: ishalaru@sanepid.md

	10.
	Tatiana Siniaeva
	“Eco-TIRAS” International Environmental  Association of River Keepers
	Teatrala Str. 11A, Chisinau 2012, Moldova

Теl./fax: +373 22 225 615, +373 22 552 505

Моb.: +373 69 294 654

E-mail: tatiana_siniaeva@yahoo.com, 

ecotiras@mtc.md 

	11.
	Ilya Trombitsky 
	“Eco-TIRAS” International Environmental  Association of River Keepers
	Teatrala Str. 11A, Chisinau MD-2012, Moldova

Теl./fax: +373 22 225 615, +373 22 550 953, +373 691 217 26

E-mail: ecotiras@mtc.md, ilyatrom@mail.ru 

	12.
	Mihail Volc
	Agency “Apele Moldovei”
	Stefan cel Mare Blvd. 162, Chisinau, Moldova

Теl.: +373 22 228 144         

Моb.: +373  692 507 90            

E-mail: info@apele.org.md

	13. 
	Pavel Zamfir 
	Chisianu University / Law Centre “Ecolex”
	E-mail: nzamfir@eco-lex.dnt.md

	Ukraine

	14.
	Mykola Babich 
	State Committee on Water Management of Ukraine
	V. Vasylkovska Str. 8, Kyiv 01601, Ukraine 
Теl.: +380 44 226 2537

Fax: +380 44 224 2575
Моb.: +380 50 461 5448

E-mail: scwm@scwm.gov.ua, babich@scwm.gov.ua 

	15.
	Andrey Sergienko 
	Embassy of Ukraine to Republic of Moldova
	V.Lipu Str. 17, Chisinau 2008, Moldova

Tel.: +373 22 582821

Fax: +373 22 582108

E-mail: ambasua@starnet.md

	16.
	Еlena Shvalova
	Odesa Oblast Sanitary-Epidemiological Service 
	Staroportofrankovskaya Str. 8, Odesa 65029, Ukraine

Теl.: +380 482 220 545, +380 482 252 048

Е-mail: odesoblses@te.net.ua 

	17.
	Svitlana Slesaryonok 
	Ukrainian National Environmental NGO “Mama-86-Odesa”
	Ekaterininska Str. 20, Odesa 65026, Ukraine
Теl./fax: +380 48 715 5055 

Моb.: +380 67 441 1736

E-mail: slesarenok@ukr.net

	18.
	Natalia Zakorchevna 
	SCWM, State Institute for Management and Economy of Water Resources 
	Solomianska Str. 1, room 101, Kyiv 03035, Ukraine

Теl./fax.: +380 44  223 7404

E-mail: axis03@rambler.ru, spa@ukr.net 

	International experts  

	19.
	Nickolai Denisov 
	UNEP/GRID-Arendal
	GRID - Arendal Office in Geneva

UNEP Regional Office for Europe

11-13 Ch. des Anemones, Geneva 1219, Switzerland

Tel.: +41 22 917 8281

Fax: +41 22 797 3420

E-mail: nickolai.denisov@unep.ch

	20.
	Rainer Enderlein 
	UNECE 
	UNECE Environment and Human Settlements Division
Palais des Nations, office 313
CH - 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Тел.: +41 22 743 1823

Teл./факс: +41 22 9170621
E-mail: rainer.enderlein@unece.org

	21.
	Tamara Kutonova 
	Office of the Co-ordinator for OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities / OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine 


	Striletska Str. 16, Kyiv 01034, Ukraine

Теl.: +380 44 492 0382 

Fax: +380 44 492 0383  

Моb.:  +380 67 725 4012

E-mail:  tamara.kutonova@osce.org 

	22.
	Bo Libert 
	UNECE Environment and Human Settlements Division 
	Palais des Nations, Geneva 1211,  Switzerland

Теl.: +41 22 9172396

Теl./fax: +41 22 9170621

E-mail: bo.libert@unece.org  

	23.
	Julia Molodozhen 
	Odessa  Regional institute of State Administration of the President of Ukraine (TACIS project)
	Genuezskaya Str. 22, Odessa, Ukraine

Теl.: + 380 67 701 6857

E-mail: jul_73@mail.ru  

	24.
	Saba Nordstrom 
	OSCE Secretariat, Office of the Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities
	Palais Palffy, A-1010 Vienna, Austria

Tel.: + 43 1 514 36 6175

E-mail:  saba.nordstrom@osce.org

	25.
	Gerhard Winkelmann-Oei 
	Project “International risk management in the Dniester River basin” 
	E-mail: gerhard.winkelmann-oei@uba.de 
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AGENDA

Fifth meeting of the project 

Action Programme to Improve Transboundary Cooperation and Sustainable Management 

of the Dniester River (“Dniester II”)
12-13 November 2006

Hotel “Turist”, Chisinau, Moldova
Contact: Ms Tamara Kutonova (OSCE/OCEEA Ukraine), tel.: +38 044 492 03 82, mob.: +38 067 725 4012 

12 June, Tuesday

First meeting on fish resources and fisheries in the Lower Dniester

	12.30 – 13.30
	Lunch (in restaurant of the hotel)

	13.30 – 14.30
	Opening and introduction: OSCE / UNECE  “Dniester II” project: results, suggestions and conclusions (Ilya Trombitsky)

	14.30 – 16.00
	Up-to-date situation in fisheries and fish diversity:

· in the Lower Dniester

· in Kuchurgan Liman

· in Dubossary water reservoir and above it. 

(Scientists and  /or representatives of the fisheries inspectorates from Moldova,Transdniester  and Ukraine)

	16.00 – 17.00
	Discussion on:

· factors impacting fish populations 

· priority actions to improve fisheries (legal, institutional, transboundary cooperation on fish resources conservation and fisheries, ecosystems conservation, ecological discharges, poaching and corruption)

· priorities for scientific cooperation

· joint work in the frame of the actual transboundary cooperation and representation of the issues in the future Dniester Commission.

	17.00 – 18.00
	Development of conclusions for reporting at the final “Dniester II” project meeting 

	18.30
	Dinner (in the restaurant of the hotel, including for those who has arrived for the final “Dniester II” project meeting) 


13 June, Wednesday

Final “Dniester II” project meeting

	9.00 – 9.15
	Introduction and approval of the agenda (Bo Libert)

	9.15 – 11.00
	Progress after the 4th meeting:

· general (Т.Kutonova) 

· information group (V. Bujac / P. Zamfir / О. Lysyuk)

· sanitary-epidemiological issues group (Т. Siniaeva / S. Slesaryonok)

· cooperation with the “International Risk Management in the Dniester River  Basin” project (Gerd Winkelmann / R. Melian)

· public consultations on the draft Action Programme (I.Тrombitsky / S. Slesaryonok)  
· 15th OSCE Economic and Environmental Forum (Bo Libert)
· regulation on management of the joint Dniester website and operation of the web-site 
   (Т. Kutonova)

· meeting on fish resources and fisheries in the Lower Dniester (I.Тrombitsky).

	11.00 - 11.20
	Coffee-break

	11.20 – 11.40
	Procedure of approval of the Action Programme 

	11.40 – 13.00
	Discussion on the Action Programme: justification and further work / negotiations on the draft new Dniester Agreement 

	13.00 – 14.00
	Lunch 

	14.00 – 14.20
	Discussion on the Action Programme: regulation on stakeholders participation at the meetings of the Plenipotentiaries 

	14.20 – 15.00
	Discussion on the Action Programme: other actions

	15.00 – 16.00
	Further work in the frame of the project and upon its finalization 

	16.00 – 16.20
	Coffee-break

	16.20 – 16.50
	Project evaluation

	16.50 – 17.20
	Novo-Dniestrovsk HPAS

	17.20 – 17.40
	AOB

End of the final project meeting 

	18.30 
	Dinner
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